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Annex
Reference to international human rights law

In connection with above alleged facts and concerns, we would like to refer your
Excellency’s Government to the right to privacy, freedom of expression and opinion and
the right to freedom of association, as per articles 17, 19 and 22 of the International
Covenant on civil and political rights, ratified by Lao PDR on 25 September 2009.

In one of his reports (A/HRC/20/27), the Special Rapporteur on the rights to
freedom of peaceful assembly and of association stated that “a “notification procedure”,
rather than a “prior authorization procedure” that requests the approval of the authorities,
to establish an association as a legal entity, complies better with international human
rights law” (para. 58). In this context, the Special Rapporteur called upon States “to adopt
a regime of notification for the formation of associations, and to allow for the existence
of unregistered associations” (A/HRC/23/39 para. 82 (a)).

The Special Rapporteur also indicated that “Members of associations should be
free to determine their statutes, structure and activities and make decisions without State
interference” (para. 64). In the same report (A/HRC/23/39), the Special Rapporteur also
“recognize[d] the right of independent bodies to examine the associations’ records as a
mechanism to ensure transparency and accountability, but such a procedure should not be
arbitrary and must respect the principle of non-discrimination and the right to privacy as
it would otherwise put the independence of associations and the safety of their members
at risk.”

In the aforementioned report (A/HRC/23/39), the Special Rapporteur also called
upon States “to ensure that associations — registered and unregistered — can seek, receive
and use funding and other resources from natural and legal persons, whether domestic,
foreign or international, without prior authorization or other undue impediments,
including from individuals; associations, foundations or other civil society organizations;
foreign Governments and aid agencies; the private sector; the United Nations and other
entities.”

In his recommendations (see above mentioned report A/HRC/20/27 para. 84
(a)).), the Special Rapporteur further called upon States to “recognize that the rights to
freedom of peaceful assembly and of association play a decisive role in the emergence
and existence of effective democratic systems as they are a channel allowing for
dialogue, pluralism, tolerance and broadmindedness, where minority or dissenting views
or beliefs are respected”

We would also like to refer your Excellency's Government to the fundamental
principles set forth in the Declaration on the Right and Responsibility of Individuals,
Groups and Organs of Society to Promote and Protect Universally Recognized Human
Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, also known as the UN Declaration on Human Rights
Defenders. In particular, we would like to refer to articles 1 and 2 of the Declaration
which state that everyone has the right to promote and to strive for the protection and 6



realization of human rights and fundamental freedoms at the national and international
levels and that each State has a prime responsibility and duty to protect, promote and
implement all human rights and fundamental freedoms. In particular, we would like to
draw specific attention of your Excellency's Government to articles 5 and 13.



